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Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

Research Pools

The current Pooling initiatives are:The current Pooling initiatives are:

Scottish Universities Physics Alliance (SUPA) Scottish Universities Physics Alliance (SUPA) 

ScotCHEMScotCHEM

WestCHEMWestCHEM

EaStCHEMEaStCHEM

Edinburgh Research Partnership in Engineering and Mathematics (EEdinburgh Research Partnership in Engineering and Mathematics (ERP) RP) 

Glasgow Research Partnership in Engineering (GRP) Glasgow Research Partnership in Engineering (GRP) 

Marine Alliance for Science & Technology for Scotland (MASTS) Marine Alliance for Science & Technology for Scotland (MASTS) 

Northern Research Partnership (NRP) Northern Research Partnership (NRP) 

Scottish Alliance for Scottish Alliance for GeoscienceGeoscience, Environment and Society (SAGES) , Environment and Society (SAGES) 

Scottish Institute for Research in Economics (SIRE) Scottish Institute for Research in Economics (SIRE) 

Scottish Universities Life Sciences Alliance  (SULSA) Scottish Universities Life Sciences Alliance  (SULSA) 

Scottish Imaging Network:  A Platform for Scientific Excellence Scottish Imaging Network:  A Platform for Scientific Excellence 

Scottish Informatics and Computer Science Alliance (SICSA)Scottish Informatics and Computer Science Alliance (SICSA)
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Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

SUPA Themes

 Astronomy and Space
 Condensed Matter and Materials Physics
 Energy
 Nuclear and Plasma Physics
 Particle Physics
 Photonics
 Physics and Life Sciences
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Graduate School Numbers

PhD Students 09/10

107

121

62
15

72

89

711

Edinburgh
Glasgow
Heriot-Watt
UWS (Paisley)
St Andrews
Strathclyde
Aberdeen
Dundee

Postgraduate Students 09/10

137

123

122

72

95

11715

582582

484484
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Graduate School Numbers

Total Number of PhD Students in Year One
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Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

Graduate School - Remit

Technical Courses across themes
• Astronomy / Space Physics
• Condensed Matter & Materials Physics
• Nuclear and Plasma Physics
• Particle Physics
• Photonics
• Physics and Life Sciences

Transferable Skills

Workshops, Summer Schools, 
Meetings, Distinguished Visitors

Prize Studentships



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

Postgraduate skills and attributes

Public engagement 
Communication 
Entrepreneurship, innovation and creativity 
Leadership 
Management and professional skills
Teaching
Broaden the experience



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

Graduate School - Courses

Transferable Skills

SUPA Specialist Provision
• C++/Object Oriented Programming
• Shell Scripts
• Introductory Data Analysis
• Advanced Data Analysis
• Entrepreneurial Training
• Alumni Careers Event
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Graduate School - Courses

Flexible approach 
• Induction
• Video-linked lectures
• Face – to – face
• Workshops
• Summer schools
• On-line, web based
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Video Conferencing



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

My.SUPA 
(Example of Course Area)

Course News

Review lecture 
slides

What is next 
lecture about?

Share a question

Submit assignment

Make a link to a 
useful article

Add a comment

Try a quiz

Arrange course 
night out

Send an email



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

SUPA Minimum Requirements

Since 2008, every SUPA PhD student 
has been required to complete a 
minimum of…

• 40 hours of lectures + coursework and 
assessment of technical studies

• 20 hours or 4 days of generic skills
in the first 2 years of their PhD
Note – Some Themes set a higher recommended level
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SUPA Prize Studentships

•Online Prize Application and Selection



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

Graduate School Partnerships

• Scottish CM-DTC 
– £6M 5 year project
– 50 studentships

• INSPIRE – KE/PaLS/GS 
– £1.6M 3 year project
– 12 industrial studentships

• IDC in Optics and Photonics
– £5M 5 year project
– 50 studentships



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

Graduate School Benchmarking

In response to the statement from our 
International Advisory Board 

‘UK students need more formal training in 
their research areas if they are to be 
competitive with students from the USA 
and continental Europe’



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance

Graduate School Reviews

International Review:
‘Overall we believe that the SUPA 

Graduate School is moving in the right 
direction to provide a training which is 
competitive at the World level’

SFC Review:
‘The Graduate School is exceeding 

expectations’
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