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Public engagement and impact of research
23 March 2010, The Natural History Museum
What exactly is Public Engagement? Why should researchers engage with public understanding? What kind of impact does a research project have? What do we mean by impact of research?  This event will provide an opportunity to answer these questions and increase your understanding of Public Engagement. It will also give participants a chance to share ideas and address some of the related issues surrounding the impact of research.

12.45-13.45

Arrival, registration and lunch

13.45-14.00

Welcome and introduction



Eileen Cox (NHM) and Rachel Blanc (Vitae)
14.00-14.20

Steve Cross
Public Engagement Coordinator, UCL
What is Public Engagement ? Why does public engagement matter? 

Steve will explain the role and the mission of  Beacons 
14.20-14.40

Mark Miodownik
King’s College, London
Dr Miodownik  will look at public engagement from the academic point of view. His 
considerable experience in the public understanding field, and unique perspective on 

the importance of the involvement of researchers with public engagement as well as 
his advice on ways to promote this within the researcher community will prove 
invaluable.

14.45-15.15

Stephen Roberts and Nick Higgs



 the Natural History Museum

Public Engagement in a professional environment. 

Is outreach perceived differently when it is a daily requirement? 

What are the limitations and issues when working within an institution dedicated to 
public understanding?
15.15-15.30

Tea/coffee
15.30-15.50

Michael Metelits



Director of Business Development, Goldsmiths, University of London




This session will focus on what is meant by impact of research and how 



institutions can better identify and use the impact of research to promote 



public understanding of their work.
15.50- 16.10 

Graeme Rosenberg




REF Manager, HEFCE



This session will focus on the impact of research within the REF context
16.10-16.40

Panel discussion/questions




Chair: E Cox
16.40-17.40

Networking/ drink reception


