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SeMe theugnts

The hest PhD IS the one you finish and
hand' In.

We are all trying te enable
The “‘good enough® PhD




s N'FES proeject “doctoral Iearning Joureys
(2007-2010) Burlding en engeing and
complementary reseanch exploring :

postgraduate (doctoral) student learming-
variations injapproach, dissenance,

SUpervisory. practices, dialegues,

communities of practice
research development programmes
metalearning

Threshold concepts in disciplines and
generically at the doctoral learning

= Conceptual threshold cressing




Overview.

s Early work (Wisker, Kiley, Trafford & Leshem) has
started tor 1dentify threshold concepts and
conceptual thresholds at the research education level
(EARLI 2007, QPR 2006, 2008, Threshold concepts

conferences 2006,208)

s Postgraduates’ experiences with threshold cencepts
and" conceptual threshoeld croessing

= SUpervisors’ experiences of identifying students:
conceptual threshold crossing-and ‘nudging’ them
across.




Research guestions

[Dees the theory of threshold concepts descrine
andiappreciate tne kinds of leanning research
candidates can/must make: 1 thelr work for it to
achieve a doctoral standard?

Are there generic conceptual thresholds and how
might we identify the crossing of such generic
doctoral thresholds?

Are there discipline-specific conceptual-thresholds
at the research:level?

How can we Identify when a candidate has
crossed a threshold?

\What elements of our work with research
candidates can support and empower: them to cress
such thresholds?




Tihe N ES project: Supporting and enhancing doctoral
students® research and related skillsidevelopment
treugh researchievidence Dased practices

[Does; the theory: of threshold concepts describe and appreciate
the kinds ofi learning research candidates, can/must make In
thelr work fior It to achieve a doctoral standard?

Are there generic conceptual thresholds; and hew might we
[dentify, the cressing of such generic doctoral thnesholds?

Are there discipline-specific conceptual thresholds at the
research level?

IHew.can.we-identify whena candidate has croessed a
threshold?

What elements of our work with research candidates can
support and empower them to: cross such threshelds?




= OUr researchi guestions ane therefore:

s How: do docteral stiidents signify thelr awareness of
woerking conceptually?

= How do students” conceptual grasp and comments
display erossing of subject-specific and generic
doctoral threshoelds?

= HOW 00 Ssupervisors recognise students” conceptual

grasp of research?

= \What strategies and activities do SUupervisors use to
encourage conceptual grasp by doctoral students?

= How do examiners identify and assess conceptually-
robust researchioutcomes and skills developments?




s Conceptual threshoeld cressing Isievidencead: by

= (asiper Vleyer andi lLand’s theories)
Trroublesome knowledge, movements on from
stuck places through liminal spaces inte new
understanding - transfomations,

s Ontological change —seeing the selfiand the

world differently

s Epistemological contribution=-making new.
contributions to understanding and meaning




Ontoelegy / laentity

s \We argue that wien a candidates nenaviour
changes It suggests that they have crossed a
particular conceptual threshold and: that this

Indicates an ontoelogical shifi, a change In
ldentity

s Behaviours suchias:

= \Working conceptually, critically and creatively
rather than just busily:

s Production of an abstract and a conclusions

chapter which deal with concepts not. merely.
facts

= Being able to put forward an argument
supported by evidence




SUPEKVISOKS

= SUPENVISers comments on recognising|students:” work
that evidences that they have:
acguired and owned various threshold concepts, and
crossed conceptual thresholds
In the following discussions, posts and Interviews,

Supervisors Identify. their recognition: of threshold cressing,
and' thelr thoughts abeut what “nudges” students. acress.

How can they-identify the crossing moments and the
gualities?

How can they nudge? Please read and discuss thelr
comments and Inputs-

what are YOUR views?




A Indicators of “change:
s (1) SB | think er the skill of helping|semebody

threughithis thought process;in terms of research er
came firom my own PhD. | 'mean, It has to, er because
| think that | had such a struggle and because | had
such a struggle; I knew where | was coming up
against brick walls and er where: |l could have done

With understanding the process better as I went along.
And so | think that It was out of my ewn sort-of
confilicts-that, that | recognised those in other peoples.
IS, IS beingable to see that problem and then just sort
ofi say, ‘well; what do you think?> You know,, “which
way do you think that you are going te:go? and this Is
the reason why. | think you should knew.’




|_anguage and exeression

‘the choilce ofi language used to Introduce threshoeld concepts,
andiindeed wsed I the naming and explanation of the concepts
themselves; can be troublesome and can present
epistemological obstacles” (2006)

IMisconceptions- Underdeveloped or missed- conceptions arne

revealed In language —which Is how ene articulates
understanding, represents and communicates constructions of
meaning

For Instance- at postgraduate level - Students have problems

with the metalanguage of doctorateness whichi theorises their
work eg “ conceptual framework’, instead they might choose
stock phrases related to busy werk




e aspects ofi conceptua
ihreshold crossing

n Ontelogical shift- Security off self challenged
— moevedion

Epistemology- poestmodernist —

defamiliarisation, fragmentation, Insecurity of
established ‘knowledge®, new: contribution to

meaning

s \What does this mean at postgraduate level?
Where does It occur?




Pestgraduate-

Preblematising ofi accepted concepts
Conceptual frameworks

Conceptual level work — questions, design, data
analysis, conceptual (in addition te; factual)
conclusions

Research IS
Conceptual
Critical
Creative
(enough)




Eacilitation eff threshold cressing-
MOMENTS fior Postgraduates

ldentify/ing a reseanch guestion

TFheorising|- Interaction in a dialogue between and wWith the
theories and ewn Work: In the theoeretical perspectives chapter

Methodelogy and methods-engagement at conceptualllevel
Research design Which actions the question
Data analysis whichi canries out a theorsed exploration and

Investigation
Conceptuall conclusions

Enabling;-encouraging, empowering students to work conceptually
—critical, evaluative, problematising, creating- not just being
busy...so the thinking planning research work and articulation are
using the metalanguage of postgraduate level expression and the
student Is working at a conceptualised level

Viva preparation




Further ideas...

Ensuring a boundaried (doable) and conceptual eneugh question
Early focusion conceptual framework, methodelogy andimethods

\ery clese reading and focus on dialoguing with experts in the
literature review/theoretical perspectives chapter

Oral prompting| of conceptual, critical work individually in
SUpEenvisions and In groups

Prompt feedback encouraging conceptualiand critical work

Models, dialogues, pointing out contradictions and tensions and urging
Incorporation fior critical conceptual engagement

Encouragement of careful data analysis developing themes, engaging
with theories

Encouraging-early writing and much editing-sharing and reflection

Eocus on using the language of ‘doctorateness’ e.g. conceptual
framework, and the ideas, the research and theories of learning e.g.
metacognition




Stmmary: Please consider

\What does conceptual threshold cressing at
postgraduate level look like?

IHew/ IS the conceptual level off woerk evidenced? VWhat
IS the evidence of conceptual threshold cressing and
the articulationiand actioning of threshoeld concepts?

\What do you do? What can we do? VWhat can the

student do? What can the Institution de? Iro enable
= conceptual
= critical and
= Creative enough

Postgraduate research work and thesis completion,
and the development of competent enlightened
enough researchers?
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