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MISSION

• Fund first-class bioscience research

• Train bioscientists

• Support innovation and maximise
economic impact

• Engage with public

STAKEHOLDERS

• PUBLIC:  dialogue and consultation 

• SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY

• INDUSTRY:  agriculture, food, 
chemical, health, pharmaceutical

• GOVERNMENT:  e.g. DEFRA, FSA

Why? 
Quality of Life and UK plc

Breadth of the BBSRC remitBreadth of the BBSRC remit

BBSRC allocates around £400M p.a. from DIUS
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UK Government (Treasury)

Department for Innovation, 
Universities & Skills (DIUS)

The Research Councils UKThe Research Councils UK



RCUK Expectations for Societal RCUK Expectations for Societal 
and Economic Impact and Economic Impact (18 Aug 2008)(18 Aug 2008)

"ensure that research staff and students 
develop research, vocational and 
entrepreneurial skills that are matched to 
the demands of their future career paths"



Things can only get betterThings can only get better……

THES 26 October 2007THES 26 October 2007



Bioscience career pyramidBioscience career pyramid

Professors 
(1170)

Senior Lecturers 
(1790)

Lecturers (2715)

Postdoctoral 
Researchers 
(5850)

Doctoral 
Students (8885)

HESA 2003HESA 2003--0404
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delivering up to date, industrially-relevant technical 
training for graduates working in industry

BBSRC provides pump priming support to develop modular 
courses at Masters level

must demonstrate clear evidence of industrial demand

examples of previously-supported courses:

in-vivo techniques for biosciences and drug development
MSc brewing science
Principles of genetic improvement
Positron Emission Tomography: technology and application
Post-genomic data analysis
The business of bioremediation

deadlines summer and winter 

Next Closing Date: 19 Sept 2008

Modular Training for IndustryModular Training for Industry



• association between GSK and 
Imperial College London

• UK’s only training module in Positron 
Emission Tomography (PET)

• simultaneous, real-time imaging of 
biological molecules in living tissues

• key tool for drug development

Industrial involvement in trainingIndustrial involvement in training
TrainingTraining in imagingin imaging



• Masters training for the 
brewing industry

• delivered through UK’s 
first female Professor of 
Brewing Science at 
Nottingham 
University, Katherine 
Smart, and supported 
by industrialists such as 
SABMiller

Industrial involvement in trainingIndustrial involvement in training
SomethingSomething’’s brewings brewing



Collaborative Research

Industrial 
Involvement

in 
Training

People 

& 

Knowledge 
Flow

Commercialisation 
of Research & 
Development

Commercialisation of Commercialisation of 
Research & DevelopmentResearch & Development



• in 13th year and jointly organised by 
BBSRC/UNIEI (other sponsors: MRC, 
NERC, Gatsby, Industry)

• delivers commercialisation awareness 
training to over 300 bioscientists

• regional workshops for teams of 5 
PhD/Postdocs

• prepare presentation business plan, 
with help from expert mentors, based 
on imaginary biotechnology ideas

• Final (for £1000) in December

www.biotechnologyYES.co.uk

BiotechnologyYESBiotechnologyYES



In partnership: Biotechnology Young In partnership: Biotechnology Young 
Entrepreneurs Scheme Sponsors 2007Entrepreneurs Scheme Sponsors 2007



• over 1500 participants
• 3 entrepreneurs raised over £5M of 

equity investment for their ventures
• 43% gone on to work in the private 

sector
• 77% working in private industry said 

the competition helped them gain their 
current position

• 12% working in technology transfer/IP 
management



• Tim Hart: Founder/ CEO of 
Cybersense Biosystems

• spin-out specialising in 
remediation of 
contaminated land

• developed as a result of 
commercial awareness 
training received in 1998

Commercialisation of R&DCommercialisation of R&D
Entrepreneurial trainingEntrepreneurial training









• reimbursed for 12 months Fellow’s salary to 
enable development of a commercial proposition 
or product (60% time)

• up to £6k support costs, plus T&S

• business training, delivered by University of 
Strathclyde (40% time)

• access to an academic mentor and industrial 
supervisor

• administered by The Royal Society of Edinburgh

• expect 5 Fellowships to be awarded per annum

• also funded by STFC and Scottish Enterprise

Commercialisation of R&DCommercialisation of R&D
Enterprise FellowshipsEnterprise Fellowships

Next Closing Date: 14 Oct 2008



• Dr Martin Wickham
benefited from 
entrepreneurial 
training, proof-of-
concept funding, 
and a “time out”
enterprise 
fellowship

• the Model Gut has 
applications for 
pharmaceutical and 
food sectors

Scientists create artificial gut
UK scientists have built an 
artificial stomach to simulate 
human digestion. 

Institute of Food Research

Commercialisation of R&DCommercialisation of R&D
The Model GutThe Model Gut
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collaborative project between business and 
knowledge base
– developing new products
– improving existing products

(postdoc) KTP Associate(s) employed enabling
– business to increases profitability
– knowledge base to transfer research to users
– opportunity for (post)graduates to bridge the gap to 

industry

programme run by Technology Strategy Board, 
sponsored by BBSRC + others

more information at www.ktponline.org.uk



• open to all BBSRC-funded PhD students in the 
final two years of their degree

• work with a wide range of groups to produce a 
briefing note on a policy area of interest to 
student and Parliamentarians

• Fellowship provides a fully-funded three month 
extension to the studentship

• also funded by EPSRC, ESRC, MRC, NERC + others

Closing date: 29 September 2008
www.bbsrc.ac.uk/business/people_information
www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_offices/post.cfm

A three month secondment to POST to gain 
experience of policy work

Parliamentary FellowshipsParliamentary Fellowships



Life

is

too

short

to

remain

unnoticed
Salvador Dali
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