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Roberts’ Recommendation 4.2

…institutions are not 
adapting quickly enough to 
the needs of industry or 
the expectations of 
students.

Government Response: To 
encourage universities to 
address the skills acquired by 
PhD students and to ensure 
they are relevant to business…



Roberts Recommendation 5.3

It is important for 
researchers to be able to 
develop individual career 
paths reflecting the 
different career 
destinations open to 
them…

Government response:
[government funding] will 
help ensure that 
researchers are prepared 
for future careers in 
academy or industry.



Roberts 
Money
£22M

Framework
Roberts Recommendations

QAA Code of Practice
Research Staff Concordat

Capacity building

Practice sharing
Policy Forums 
Regional hubs
Monitoring and 
feedback

A virtuous circle for researcher training

£3.3M p.a.



RCUK Roberts Skills Payments 2007-08
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Total funding for 2007/08 = £22.4M

Top 30 Institutions take 80% of funds = 
£17.9M

Remaining 140 take 20% of funds = 
£4.4M



PGR Annual Cost

Roberts Money,  
£850.00 

Academic salary,  
£4,362.67 

Fees,  £3,000.00 

Academic 
estates,  

£2,556.33 

PGR estates,  
£12,599.33 

Bursary/Waivers,  
£3,000.00 

Research Grants? 
,  £8,000.00 

Stipend,  
£12,000.00 

Consumables,  
£2,547.00 

Sources: JM Consulting (Band B costs); RCUK 
payments
2005/06 costs

?



Future Funding

• Earmarking secure until 2011 – RCUK 
strategy

• Factors affecting future funding:
– Possible change of government
– Tighter funding environment - flat cash
– Progress towards sustainability
– Demonstration of impact



Evidence of Impact

• Embedding skills into researcher training?
• Improved Employability of researchers?
• Research outcomes improved?
• Research careers more attractive?

Measured by:
• Annual RCUK reporting
• Rugby Team Evaluation Framework
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